
Paula Santoro 

Paula Santoro has launched her new album by Biscoito Fino in Brazil and by Rip Curl 
Recordings  in Japan. The new album has special guests like: Chico Buarque, Toninho 
Horta and Jaques Morelenbaum. The album was produced by Rodolfo Stroeter (have 
already produced albums of Gilberto Gil, Joyce, Zizi Possi, etc) and Rafael Vernet (he 
worked with Hermeto Paschoal and Ed Motta).  
 
Paula was invited by the composer Guinga to record the song ” Via Crucisá  with him in his 
new album. She is performing with him launching the album around Brazil.  
Besides that, she has performed at Jazzkeller (Frankfurt) and Gasteig (Munich) in January 
(2007). 
Last year she was nominated for Best Singer at Rival Petrobras Music Award and 
performed around Brazil and Europe, launching her last album ” Paula Santoroá . The 
concerts at ” Tudo e Jazzá  - one of the most important jazz festivals of Brazil - in Ouro 
Preto, and at Projeto Pixinguinha - the most important Brazilian project of new talents 
nowadays -  with the samba icon Wilson das Neves  were a huge success. 
 
Paula Santoro was born in Minas Gerais (Belo Horizonte), the land of legendary Brazilian 
composers Milton Nascimento and Ary Barroso. From an early age Paula started singing 
in  family reunions,  encouraged  by her  amateur  opera-singer  uncle and  violin-player 
grandfather, from whom she inherited her love of music.  



Although Paula has a degree in Journalism from the Federal University of Minas Gerais, 
from where she graduated in 1992,  it was in music that she felt most at home. She joined 
the Foundation for Artistic Education in Belo Horizonte, where she learned musical 
theory,  piano, guitar and vocal techniques, from 1987 to 1991. Concomitantly to her 
studies at the Foundation, she took private singing lessons with some of the top Brazilian 
coaches. 
 
Paula Santoro started her career in Minas Gerais in 1988, as part of a local vocal group - 
No s e Voz, and was spotted by violinist Marcus Vianna, leader of Sagrado Corac ˜ o da 
Terra, a reputable progressive rock band. Paula soon became the band âs lead-singer and 
released several records with them. She toured the country extensively with the group.  
 
In 1998 Paula Santoro moved to Rio de Janeiro. She was invited to take part in the 
Brahma Brasil Festival in France, one of the highlights of the World Cup events.  She 
performed for thousands on her own, and shared the same stage with the pop singer 
Fernanda Abreu. She was also invited to sing with the great Gilberto Gil, and the pair of 
them got the ecstatic crowds in the mood for the World Cup games.  
 
In 2000 Paula Santoro was part of the pioneering project Novo Canto(New Singers), which 
gives incentive to young and talented artists in Brazil. She performed with amongst others, 
Elza Soares and Chico Cesar in one of Rioâs best and most traditional music halls - 
Canec˜ o, and in S˜ o Jo˜ o do Meriti, in the outskirts of town. 
 
The year 2000 saw the crowning of  Paulaâs performing career,  when her work as the voice 
of the actress Maria Fernanda Ca ndido, star of  Aquarela do Brasil, one of TV Globoâs 
leading soap-operas then,  was seen by millions the country over. Aquarela do Brasil 
focused on the career of a radio singer in 50 âs Brazil.  In the guise of Ca ndidoâs character, 
Paulaâs voice touched the hearts of the nation. Paula featured on every major Brazilian 
magazines, and was a guest in the most important Brazilian television chat -shows.  
 
At the height of her professional maturity, in 2002 Paula Santoro sent her work to be 
considered by the panel of judges of the respected Visa Music Award  (equivalent to the 
Brit Awards), which that year attracted more than 2.000 candidates from all over the 
country. Paula was the only female singer among three finalists, to take home Brazil âs top 
MPB (Brazilian Popular Music) music prize. This was no simple feat considering the 
intricate rules of the process of selection, and the number of contestants coveting this 
unmatched trophy. Paula Santoroâs career since then has been in a new footing in Brazil, 
and is on its way to international recognition. 
 
In May 2003 Paula left Brazil for her first solo tour of Europe. She performed to an 
enthusiastic and receptive audience in Luxembourg, Germany and England. Her London 
appearance  at  Momo,s Kemia  Bar,  prompted  an  invitation  for  her  to  return for  a 
performance at the Forum in November, as part of the Brazilian Contemporary Arts 
project- Forever Samba, where she performed with 2003 Grammy winner, Alcione.  
 

Throughout her career, Paula has had a main role both as a singer and as an actress in 
such Brazilian musicals as: Manoel, o Audaz (Manoel the Daring)á whose score was 
especially written by the world famous guitarist Toninho Horta;   Mulheres de Hollanda, 
based on the works of singer/song-writer Chico Buarque de Hollanda; Aldir Blanc, Um 
Cara Bacana (Aldir Blanc, a Nice Guy)- where she performed side by side with Lucinha 
Lins and Cl údio Tovar. 



Paula Santoroâs  appearance at Londonâs Forum in November 2003 attracted a lot of media 
interest. Paula  performed live at Britainâs top television music programme- Later with 
Jools Holland (BBCTV 2), at Late Junction (BBC Radio 3),  and at BBC Radio London. 
She had a very positive preview in Time Out, and just as positive a review in the  Evening 
Standard. Paula recorded seven tracks in a tribute to Tom Jobim(voice and instrumental), 
which was released in the UK by Union Square Music in 2004.  
 
 
 
 
       
 
Discography 
 
 
Casa de Villa - Guinga (2007) á track Via Crucis 
Paula Santoro (2005) á solo album 
Sabia  (2003) á project of Valle e  
A Casa das Sete Mulheres (2003)- track Piel de Lava 
So  Canc ˜ o (2003) á tracks Eterna Canc ao and Nascente 
Aquarela do Brasil (2002) á track La Enorme Soledad 
Tinha de Ser (2002) á track Tinha de Ser recorded with He lio Delmiro 
Prato Feito (1997) á track Miseria 
Elas Cantam Caetano (1994) á track Meu Bem, Meu Mal 
Fernando Brant-25 Anos de Travessia (1994) á track O Medo de Amar e o 
Medo de Ser Livre 
Farol da Liberdade ( 1991) -  track Danc a das Fadas 
Hum (1990)� solo album with No s e Voz  
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